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SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2008

5:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
March 15—March 21
EACH MASS IS OFFERED FOR
THE INTENTIONS OF EVERYONE
PRESENT AND FOR THE FOLLOWING:

SATURDAY, MARCH 15

Ree Alario; Charles Blancq III;

Dorothea Hackett; Marlene Morris;

Odette Perez; John H. Schroder, Jr.

Clare Cazalot; Charles Blancq III; Loretta
Doussan; Leona O’Dwyer; Barbara Rush
SUNDAY, MARCH 16

Members of St. Patrick’s Church (Propopulo)
Carolyn Bankston; Roberta W. Bruley; Jane
O. Chatelain; Mrs. Arthur Foss; Harold
Haydel; James C. Jones; Norma McClellan;
Clara L. McDavid; John Maher; John H.
Schroder, Jr.

11:00 a.m. Charles Blancq III; Clare Cazalot; Cynthia
Hemelt; Verda Loetzerich; Leona O’Dwyer;
Barbara Rush; Joed L. Stutts

5:30 p.m. Paul Dugas, Sr.; James W. Rhoads; Eleanor
G. Smith & Family; Mary L. Young
MONDAY, MARCH 17

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Charles Blancq III; Clare Cazalot; Verda
Loetzerich; Leona O’Dwyer; John H.
Schroder, Jr.; Marie Taggart
TUESDAY, MARCH 18

11:30 a.m. Clare Cazalot; Loretta Doussan; Barbara
Rush; Melissa Willmon

12:00 p.m. Charles Blancq III; Marianne Perkin;
Elisabeth F. Robert; John H. Schroder, Jr.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Woodrow & Stella Bergeron; Charles Blancq
III; Clare Cazalot; Loretta Doussan; Stephen
A. Losse; John H. Schroder, Jr.
THURSDAY, MARCH 20

7:30 p.m. Charles Blancq III; Gloria Cayolle; Clare

Cazalot; Loretta Doussan; Verda Loetzerich;
Leona O’Dwyer; Elisabeth F. Robert; John
H. Schroder, Jr.

FRIDAY, MARCH 21

Good Friday

TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS—Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Solemn High Mass—First Sunday of the month.
Benediction—Third Sunday after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.

Palm Sunday

EASTER FLOWER DONATION ENVELOPES

Envelopes are available in the vestibule. Please complete
the envelope form and return it to the rectory office, or
place it in any Mass collection basket, before the final

date:

Monday, March 17, 2008. All names will be

printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin and the program for

the Solemn High Mass of Easter.
SUNDAY OFFERING—March 9, 2008
First Collection $ 19,231

Second Collection* $ 1,984
* Maintenance and restoration

PALM SUNDAY—11:00 A.M. SOLEMN MASS PROCESSION
Procession by clergy and congregation will start from St. Patrick’s
private car parking alley.

ST. PATRICK’S HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Confessions will be heard for 30 minutes before all Masses

Holy Thursday, March 20, 2008
7:30 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Solemn

Process Procession to the Altar of Repose.
Watch at the Altar of Repose until midnight.
(Security provided)

Good Friday, March 21, 2008
Special Blessing with the Relic of the True Cross at all
Good Friday services.

7:30 a.m.  Church opens for visitation.
12:00 noon  Stations of the Cross.
3:00 p.m. Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion and
Veneration of the Cross.
7:30 p.m. Sacred Concert presented by St. Patrick’s Choir: The

Seven Last Words of Christ by T. Dubois.
(Security provided)
Holy Saturday, March 22, 2008
4:00 p.m. No Vigil Mass.
5:30 p.m. No Vigil Mass.

8:00 p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil.

(Security provided)
Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008

8:00 aam. Mass

9:15am. Vidi Aquam, procession and Solemn High Mass
(Tridentine Latin). The choir will perform Mozart’s
Mass in C (KV 220), Spatzen Messe, accompanied by
organ and orchestra.

11:00 a,m. Solemn Mass (English).

5:30 p.m. Mass.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Good Friday, March 21, 2008

8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  Church open for visitation.
Holy Saturday, March 22, 2008—Mater Desolata

9:00 aam.—11:00 a.m. A pious devotion in which the faithful
devoutly keep vigil in prayer and reparation with the Mother of Our
Lord in her abandonment and profound sorrow while she waits with
unwavering faith in the resurrection as Jesus lies in the tomb.

SAINT PATRICK'S RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE

Saint Patrick’s Respect Life Committee, led by Father Klores, will
pray a rosary in front of Louisiana’s largest abortion facility, on the
corner of Ridgelake Drive and 20™ St. in Metairie, Saturday, March
22, 2008 at 9:00a.m. Prayers will offered for the babies who are
scheduled to be killed, their mothers and fathers, and the conversion of
our country. Everyone is invited!

PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL

For the sick of our parish and those who have asked for our prayers
especially: Tom Alexander; Patricia Berrigan; Brett Bradley; Sara
Cashio; Eugenie Cazalot; Howard Comeaux; Rene Crane; Ralph
DeBlanc; Raymond DeBlanc; Ann Clair Duplechin; Rose Fee; John
Fulcher; Lolita Lannan; Stephen Losee; Lucille Ogden; Robert B.
Ramirez; Hugh Ramsey; Tom Roach; Elisabeth Robert; Adele Silva,
Mary Silva; Special Intention; Stephanie Summers; Turkington
Family; Murthe Webre

|  SECURITY PROVIDED AT ALL EVENING SERVICES |




PALM SUNDAY

WE ARE ALL RESPONSIBLE FOR JESUS’ DEATH

On Palm Sunday we will hear in its entirety St. Luke's account
of the Passion. Let us pose the crucial question, that question
which the Gospels were written to answer: How is it that a man
like this ended up on the cross? What were the motives of those
responsible for Jesus' death?

According to a theory that began to circulate last century, after
the tragedy of the Shoah, the responsibility for Christ's death
falls principally — indeed perhaps even exclusively — on Pilate
and the Roman authorities, whose motivation was of a more
political than religious nature. The Gospels supposedly
vindicated Pilate and accused the Jewish leaders of Christ's death
in order to reassure the Roman authorities about the Christians
and to court their friendship.

This thesis was born from a concern which today we all share:
to eradicate every pretext for the anti-Semitism that has caused
much suffering for the Jewish people at the hands of Christians.
But the gravest mistake that can be made for a just cause is to
defend it with erroneous arguments. The fight against anti-
Semitism should be put on a more solid foundation than a
debatable (and debated) interpretation of the Gospel accounts of
the Passion.

That the Jewish people as such are innocent of Christ's death
rests on a biblical certainty that Christians have in common with
Jews but that for centuries was strangely forgotten. "The son
shall not be charged with the guilt of his father, nor shall the
father be charged with the guilt of his son" (Ezekiel 18:20).
Church teaching knows only one sin that is transmitted from
father to son, original sin, no other.

Having made it clear that I reject anti-Semitism, I would like to
explain why it is not possible to accept the complete innocence
of the Jewish authorities in Christ's death and along with it the
claim about the purely political nature of Christ's condemnation.

Paul, in the earliest of his letters, written around the year 50,
basically gives the same version of Christ's condemnation as that
given in the Gospels. He says that "the Jews put Jesus to
death" (1 Thessalonians 2:15). Of the events that took place in
Jerusalem shortly before his arrival, Paul must have been better
informed than we moderns, having at one time tenaciously
approved and defended the condemnation of the Nazarene.

The accounts of the Passion cannot be read ignoring everything
that preceded them. The four Gospels attest — on nearly every
page, we can say — a growing religious difference between
Jesus and an influential group of Jews (Pharisees, doctors of the
law, scribes) over the observance of the Sabbath, the attitude
toward sinners and tax collectors, and the clean and unclean.

Once the existence of this contrast is demonstrated, how can
one think that it had no role to play in the end and that the Jewish
leaders decided to denounce Jesus to Pilate — almost against
their will — solely out of fear of a Roman military intervention?

Pilate was not a person who was so concerned with justice as
to be worried about the fate of an unknown Jew; he was a hard,
cruel type, ready to shed blood at the smallest hint of rebellion.
All of that is quite true. He did not, however, try to save Jesus
out of compassion for the victim, but only to score a point
against Jesus' accusers, with whom he had been in conflict since
his arrival in Judea. Naturally, this does not diminish Pilate's
responsibility in Christ's condemnation, a responsibility which
he shares with the Jewish leaders.

It is not at all a case of wanting to be "more Jewish than the
Jews." From the reports about Jesus' death present in the Talmud

and in other Jewish sources (however late and historically
contradictory), one thing emerges: The Jewish tradition never
denied the participation of the religious leaders of the time in
Christ's condemnation. They did not defend themselves by
denying the deed, but, if anything, they denied that the deed, from
the Jewish perspective, constituted a crime and that Christ's
condemnation was an unjust condemnation.

So, to the question, "Why was Jesus condemned to death?" after
all the studies and proposed alternatives, we must give the same
answer that the Gospels do. He was condemned for religious
reasons, which, however, were ably put into political terms to
better convince the Roman procurator.

The title of "Messiah," which the accusation of the Sanhedrin
focused on, becomes in the trial before Pilate, "King of the Jews,"
and this will be the title of condemnation that will be affixed to
the cross: "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." Jesus had
struggled all his life to avoid this confusion, but in the end it is
this confusion that will decide his fate.

This leaves open the discussion about the use that is made of the
accounts of the Passion. In the past they have often been used (in
the theatric representations of the Passion, for example) in an
inappropriate manner, with a forced anti-Semitism.

This is something that everyone today firmly rejects, even if
something still remains to be done about eliminating from the
Christian celebration of the Passion everything that could still
offend the sensibility of our Jewish brothers. Jesus was and
remains, despite everything, the greatest gift of Judaism to the
world, a gift for which the Jews have paid a high price ...

The conclusion that we can draw from these historical
considerations, then, is that religious authorities and political
authorities, the heads of the Sanhedrin and the Roman procurator,
both participated, for different reasons, in Christ's condemnation.

We must immediately add to this that history does not say
everything and not even what is essential on this point. By faith
we know that we are all responsible for Jesus' death with our sins.

Let us leave aside historical questions now and dedicate a
moment to contemplating him. How did Jesus act during the
Passion? Superhuman dignity, infinite patience. Not a single
gesture or word that negated what he preached in his Gospel,
especially the beatitudes. He dies asking for the forgiveness of
those who crucified him.

And yet nothing in him resembles the stoic's prideful disdain of
suffering. His reaction to suffering and cruelty is entirely human:
he trembles and sweats blood in Gethsemane, he wants this
chalice to pass from him, he seeks the support of his disciples, he
cries out his desolation on the cross: "My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?"

There is one among the traits of this superhuman greatness of
Christ that fascinates me: his silence. "Jesus was silent" (Matthew
26:63). He is silent before Caiaphas, he is silent before Pilate, he
is silent before Herod, who hoped to see Jesus perform a miracle
(cf. Luke 23:8). "When he was reviled he did not revile in return,"
the First Letter of Peter says of him (2:23).

The silence is broken only for a single moment before death —
the "loud cry" from the cross after which Jesus yields up his spirit.
This draws from the Roman centurion the confession: "Truly this
man was the Son of God."

Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa
Father Cantalamessa is the Pontifical Household preacher.
Zenit



