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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2008

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
September 20—September 26
EACH MASS IS OFFERED FOR
THE INTENTIONS OF EVERYONE
PRESENT AND FOR THE FOLLOWING:

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Ree Alario; Florence Ansardi;
Leonard; Marlene Morris

Leona O’Dwyer; Barbara Rush
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Members of St. Patrick’s Church (Propopulo)
Janie & Mark Alexander; Roberta W. Bruley;
Jane O. Chatelain, Mark Fasola; Cyril P.
Geary; Colin Goodier; Carol Lenoard; Randy
Malloy; Edward M. O’Keeffe; Mehmet &
Nedime Rende & Family; John H. Schroder,
Jr.; Raymond Von Bodungen

Carol

11:00 am. Cecilia M. Barbier; Charles Blancq III;
Family of Frank Keen; Family of Mac Keen;
Jeffrey Lynch Family; Mary L. Quinn

5:30 pom. Lawrence Adamski; Family of Sarah

Barklay-Landrieu
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Leona O’Dwyer; Conchetta C. Salvaggio
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

11:30 a.m. Loretta Doussan; Jeanne Perret

12:00 p.m. Elisabeth Robert; Barbara Rush;
St. Patarick’s Staff & Family
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Stephen Losee; Leona O’Dwyer;
Barbara Rush
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

11:30 a.m. Charles Blancq III; Leona O’Dwyer

12:00 p.m. Jeanne Perret; Elisabeth F. Robert;
Barbara Rush
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List

12:00 p.m. Loretta Doussan; Stephen Losee;

TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS—Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Solemn High Mass—First Sunday of the month.

Benediction—Third Sunday after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
AND BENEDICTION

Every Sunday, 3:00pm—S5:00pm

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
The 2008 fall program for RCIA has started and will
meet every Monday at 7:00 p.m. in the rectory.
Interested candidates should contact Robert Ramirez:
460-5041; email: bramirez@bellsouth.net for complete
information about the series.

SECOND COLLECTION

The second collection will be taken for Catholic
Communications Campaign. Please be generous.

SUNDAY OF FERING—September 14, 2008
First Collection $ 24,736
Second Collection* $ 1,952
* Restoration and maintenance

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Pro-life citizens who are interested in fighting this deadly disease
should be aware that one breast cancer organization, SUSAN G.
KOMEN FOR THE CURE, has a policy of explicitly allowing its state
affiliates to give monetary grants to abortion providing facilities. Not
all state affiliates give grants to Planned Parenthood using the 75% of
the funds that they raise in a state. However, each state affiliate must
forward at least 25% of funds raised in their state to the Komen
National office. These funds are under the discretion of a board that
refuses to disassociate itself from Planned Parenthood.

Alternate breast cancer organizations that do not support abortion
facilities or destructive human embro experimentation are:

The American Cancer Society (ACS)
WWW.cancer.org
1-800-ACS-2345

Breast Cancer Prevention Institute
www.bcpinstitute.org

Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer
P.O. Box 957133
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195-3051 USA

www.abortionbreastcancer.com

National Breast Cancer Foundation, Inc.
2600 Network Blvd., Suite 300
Frisco, TX 75034

www.nationalbreastcancer.org

SAINT PATRICK'S RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE

Saint Patrick’s Respect Life Committee, led by Father Klores, will
pray a rosary in front of Louisiana’s largest abortion facility, on the
corner of Ridgelake Drive and 20" St. in Metairie, Saturday,
September 27, 2008 at 9:00a.m. Prayers will offered for the babies
who are scheduled to be killed, their mothers and fathers, and the
conversion of our country. Everyone is invited!

ST. PATRICK’S EVENING OF CELEBRATION

Invitations have been mailed for St. Patrick’s Evening of Celebration
to be held Friday, September 26, 2008. If anyone has not received
their invitation please contact Jessie: 525-4413.

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS
In Reynolds Hall, after the Sunday morning Masses.

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF PROMPT SUCCOR

Our Father in heaven, through the powerful intercession of
Our Lady of Prompt Succor,

spare us from all harm during this hurricane season,

and protect us and our homes from all disasters of nature.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL

For the sick of our parish and those who have asked for our prayers
especially: Tom Alexander; Tristan Anderton; Del Barry; Patricia
Berrigan; Brett Bradley; Sara Cashio; Tony Clesi; Howard Comeaux;
Jack & Paula Coughlin; Rene Crane; Fritz Dahlberg; Ralph DeBlanc;
Raymond DeBlanc; Al Duroncelet; Rose Fee; Mimi Finley; John
Fulcher; Mikell & Pete Johnson; Joan Kimball; Joseph; Lolita Lannan;
Stephen Losee; Buddy Mclnnis; Sally Ann Main; Mary O’Brien;
Lucille Ogden; J. Van Provosty; Hugh Ramsey; Tom Roach; Elisabeth
Robert; Carmelite Salassi; Adele Silva, Mary Silva; Stephanie
Summers; Salvador Trentacoste; Turkington Family; Houston Walker

| SECURITY PROVIDED AT ALL EVENING SERVICES




TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OUR HEARTS ARE RESTLESS UNTIL THEY REST IN YOU—ST. AUGUSTINE

The Catholic Church is facing a major scandal. This one
involves the destructive disregard for innocent, unborn human
life by Catholic public officials in America. No matter what
your political persuasion, from favoring big government to
small government, from liberal to libertarian, everyone agrees
that the core function of government is to protect its citizens.
That responsibility is tossed out the window when it comes to
“pro-choice” politicians who refuse to extend that most basic
right of life to the least of our brothers. For Catholic politicians,
in particular, preserving that right ought to be a defining
element of their public work.

But for a large number of them, it flatly is not. And the degree
to which they refuse to meet that mission in defiance of the
longtime teachings of the Catholic Church has become a
scandal. The scandal has been worsened by the back flips that
these Catholic politicians utter in defense of their position,
leaving both Catholics and non-Catholics bewildered.

A case in point is U.S. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., a congresswoman who is the highest-ranking Catholic
public official in America, and an adamant supporter and
promoter of legalized abortion, embryonic research, and a
myriad of anti-life issues. In April, Rep. Pelosi raised eyebrows
when she received Communion during Pope Benedict’s Mass
in Washington, D.C. She casually conceded that she and her
Pope have a disagreement over abortion. “The Church sees it
[abortion] another way, and I respect that,” she granted. She
explained that not only is she not conflicted on the abortion
issue but, rather, is quite at peace: “I have a sort of serenity
about the issue.”

That was nothing compared to the exchange that Speaker
Pelosi had with Tom Brokaw on NBC’s “Meet the Press” on
Sunday, Aug. 24. Brokaw noted that when Barack Obama, the
Democratic Party’s presidential nominee, was asked when
human life begins, he responded that such a question was
“above my pay grade.” Brokaw said to Pelosi: “Help me out
here, Madame Speaker. When does life begin? What would you
tell him?”

Pelosi answered: “I would say that as an ardent, practicing
Catholic, this is an issue that I have studied for a long time.
And what I know 1is, over the centuries, the doctors of the
Church have not been able to make that definition. St.
Augustine said ‘at three months.” We don’t know. The point is
that it shouldn’t have an impact on a woman’s right to choose.”

It is difficult to respond to this with Christian charity. Pelosi’s
words are fully incorrect, dangerously misleading and an
outrage. The likes of Cardinal Edward Egan in New York, who
has dealt properly with pro-abortion Catholic politicians in his
diocese, such as Republican Rudy Giuliani, responded with
extraordinarily strong yet appropriate language, correcting and
instructing Speaker Pelosi in an open way. He called her
statement “utterly incredible.”

Cardinal Egan was far from alone. A short list of those
joining him in correcting Pelosi were Archbishop Donald
Wuerl of Washington, Archbishop Charles Chaput of Denver,
and Cardinal Justin Rigali, chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities. The
bishops’ conference issued a formal statement quoting the
Catechism: “Since the first century the Church has affirmed the
moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not
changed and remains unchangeable” (No. 2271).

In short, there is no disagreement in the Church on this issue.
There may be misunderstanding among some in the pews,

which Pelosi has only encouraged, but not among the teachings of
the Church.

What was equally troubling was Pelosi invoking Augustine. At
best, the debate that she referred to was not whether the early
Church fathers considered abortion wrong, or when life began,
but, in all likelihood, whether she realizes it or not, the debate over
“ensoulment” — i.e., when the life in the womb acquires an
immortal soul. Even though they lacked the technology that today
gives us a window into the cell, the Church fathers still preached
that abortion — at any stage of development — was gravely
contrary to the moral law.

St. Augustine was no exception. Speaker Pelosi’s incorporation
of Augustine was, to put it mildly, completely misplaced, and no
doubt had the effect of misleading a lot of people on what
Augustine and his Church have always taught.

And yet, ironically, Augustine managed to jump into this debate.
In a rather stunning coincidence that seems Providential, Church
officials were responding to Pelosi’s citation of Augustine at the
exact time the Church honors him and his mother, Monica. And it
is there that Speaker Pelosi can find some helpful insights.

Wednesday, Aug. 27, was St. Monica’s feast day. Monica, of
course, prayed her wayward son to the faith and to truth. In turn,
Augustine arrived at truth himself, and then stood against the
currents of his time by courageously instructing the flock,
correcting the errors that prevailed throughout the culture and
Church of his day. As Pope Benedict XVI has written of
Augustine, “He was born in an age of crisis and transition that was
only too like our own.”

No doubt, the abortion debate, on which the Catholic speaker of
the house could not be more misled, is one such crisis of our own.
Ironically, the Psalm reading on Augustine’s feast day, Aug. 28,
was No. 139, which includes this passage: “For it was you who
created my being, knit me together in my mother’s womb. I thank
you for the wonder of my being, for the wonders of all your
creation. ... Your eyes could see my embryo” (Psalm 139: 13-14,
16).

Augustine wrote entire books on the theme of repentance. His
most famous work is his autobiography, Confessions. Oddly
enough, it is here where Pelosi finds herself in hot water, as she
refuses to concede that her support of legalized abortion merits her
repentance and a change of heart before presenting herself to
receive the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist.

Perhaps she can read the words of Augustine, taken from what
he had learned from his mother. Here was the Magnificat
meditation for Aug. 27, coming on the heels of Pelosi’s remarks
on “Meet the Press.” Augustine wrote: “We block the wiles of the
ancient and obstinate enemy with prayers to God and with stern
rebukes; you must stand up to him with your earnest prayers and
contrition of heart, in order to be snatched from the power of
darkness and transferred into the kingdom of his glory. This is
now your task, and this your toil. ... Empty out all his poisons
from your hearts by calling on the name of the Savior. ... [T]urn
back, be converted and be sorry, and come back to your Lord. He
is prepared, as you come back sorry, to hand out to you the bread
of joy, provided you do not make excuses. ... You will feed on his
flesh, you will be given his blood to drink.”

In looking to Augustine, Speaker Pelosi was indeed looking to
the right source. She just needs to look deeper. There, she will find
what her restless heart needs.

Paul Kengor
Paul Kengor is a professor at Grove City College in Pennsylvania.



