
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
September 5—September 11 
EACH MASS IS OFFERED FOR  

THE  INTENTIONS OF EVERYONE  
 PRESENT AND FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

   
 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

    4:00 p.m. Ree Alario; Robert E. Fontenelle; Margaret 
Gerrets; Cammarata Guzzardi Family; 
Jacqueline A. Keller; Marlene Morris; 
Barbara Rush;  Captain Houston E. Walker 

   5:30 p.m. Colleen Collet; Melanie Cosgrove; Ernestine 
Ellender; Robert E. Fontenelle; Kelly Hogan;  
Leona O’Dwyer 

  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
   8:00 a.m.  Members of St. Patrick’s Church (Propopulo) 
   9:30 a.m. Jerry Bagwell; Roberta W. Bruley; Jane O. 

Chatelain; Kelsey Favrot; Marie Gaudet; 
Norma McClellan; John H. Schroder, Jr.; 
Jerome J. Triche, Sr. 

  11:00 a.m. John M. Callia; Mona Centola; Melanie 
Cosgrove; Joseph Delucky; Robert E. 
Fontenelle; Barbara Rush; Captain Houston 
E. Walker 

   5:30 p.m. Kevin Breland; Colleen Collet; Ernestine 
Ellender; Patricia B. Grundmeyer; Leona 
O’Dwyer; Lynn M. Thornton 

  MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
 11:30 a.m. No Mass—Labor Day 
 12:00 p.m. No Mass—Labor Day   
  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 8 
 11:30 a.m. Robert E. Fontenelle; Barbara Rush  
 12:00 p.m. Colleen Collet; Leona O’Dwyer;  
  Elisabeth Robert  
  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9 
 11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List 
 12:00 p.m.  Colleen Collet; Loretta Doussan; Cristina 

Hnatyshyn; Stephen Losee 
    THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 
 11:30 a.m. James J. Kern; Barbara Rush 
 12:00 p.m. Loretta Dousan; Elisabeth Robert 
  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11   
 11:30 a.m. Purgatorial List 
 12:00 p.m. Mary G. Cammarata; Stephen Losee; Leona 

O’Dwyer; Barbara Rush 
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SUNDAY OFFERING—August 30, 2009 
First Collection $  7,752 
Second Collection* $  1,864 
* Maintenance and restoration 

PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL 

For the sick of our parish and those who have asked for our prayers 
especially: Tom Alexander; Del Barry; Patricia Berrigan; Brett 
Bradley; Barbara Brennan; Tony Clesi; Colleen Collet; Rene Crane; 
Carol Daigle; Tom Darcy; Ralph DeBlanc; Raymond DeBlanc; 
Elizabeth DeBuys; Al Duroncelet; Katherine Eagan; Bryan Evans; 
Mimi Finley; John Fulcher; Marie Gattuso; Glenn & Christine Harper; 
Bob Held;  Howard Henriques; Milton J. Hock, Jr.; Karen Ibraheim; 
Joan Kimball; Belinda Lazaro; Joseph; Stephen  Losee; Michael 
McCarthy; Mary A. McKay; Buddy McInnis; Sally Ann Main; Lucille 
Ogden; Beverly Orillion; Karen Paprocki; J.Van Provosty; Tom 
Roach; Elisabeth Robert; M. Schuss; Eleanor Smith; Joseph M. Sonne; 
Raymond Spain; Pierre Stouse;  Stephanie Summers; Joy Trapani; 
Alyssa Vingan 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND 
BENEDICTION—Sunday, 3:00pm—5:00pm 

GREGORIAN LATIN MASS—Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Solemn High Mass—First Sunday of the month. 
Benediction—Third Sunday after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
In honor of the Solemnity of Her Birthday, September 8, 2009, for a 
Special Intention. 

 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF PROMPT SUCCOR 
Our Father in heaven, through the powerful 
intercession of Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 

Spare us from all harm during this hurricane season, 
And protect us and our homes  
from all disasters of nature. 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.  Amen. 

ARCHBISHOP  AYMOND TO VISIT UPTOWN DEANERY 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009, Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond 
will visit the Uptown Deanery.  At 7:00 p.m. the archbishop will 
celebrate Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 631 State Street, New 
Orleans, followed by a simple reception that will be held in the school 
cafeteria.  Archbishop Aymond desires this to be an opportunity to 
visit with the clergy and people of our Deanery.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend the Mass and reception. 

INAUGURATION AND BLESSING OF NEW ORGAN 

Sunday, September 27, at 3:00 p.m. 
Father Stanley P. Klores will celebrate a Solemn High Mass in the 
Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite to formally inaugurate and 
bless the new Patrick J. Murphy Organ.  St. Patrick's Concert Choir 
will sing Antonin Dvorak's Mass in D, and will be accompanied by 
guest organist, Dr. James Hammann.  A reception will follow in the 
rectory. Everyone is invited.   

MASS OF THANKSGIVING & EVENING OF CELEBRATION  

Saturday, September 19, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. St. Patrick's will celebrate 
a Mass of Thanksgiving to honor parishioners for their faithful service 
to God and His Church. It will be followed by our annual Evening of 
Celebration; cocktails and buffet dinner at the Renaissance Arts Hotel, 
700 Tchoupitoulas St.  String Ensemble Music will complement this 
event of art, friendship and dinner, and afford the opportunity to 
congratulate our honorees.  Reservations for dinner will be accepted 
until September 14th.  Parishioners have received information in the 
mail, but everyone is invited to attend.  Please call the rectory for 
your reservation and donation information:  (504) 525-4413. 

RITES OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

As followers of Jesus, we are all called to preach, teach and baptize. 
The RCIA process will begin Monday, September 14, 2009 at 7:00 
p.m. in the rectory. If you know of anyone who is thinking of 
becoming a Catholic Christian please approach them with the RCIA 
information and ask them to call the rectory office. Someone may be 
waiting for your invitation  to join our faith community.  

Labor Day—Monday, September 7, 2009 
 

Church and rectory office will be closed. 



TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE SACREDNESS OF WORK 

Thank God for work, sometimes that's the only thing that sits 
between us and unbearable melancholy. Work is a wonderful, 
God-given, thing. 

 

We lack a good theology of work. Too often work is seen as 
something that takes us away from God and prayer, a 
distraction to the spiritual life. Hard work is admitted to be a 
good, honest thing, but, even so, never a holy thing in itself, a 
gift from God so that we can be co- creators with Him. 

 

In fact, in some theologies, work is seen as a punishment for 
sin, something introduced on the planet after Adam's sin, not 
willed or intended by God ideally. In this view, except for sin, 
there would be no work. 

 

Some of this, of course, is true. Work can be a distraction and 
an escape (both from God and family). It can be a 
rationalization against entering into the deeper things. As well, 
we too easily take our self-worth from our work so that we feel 
good about ourselves only when we are achieving something 
and are anxious always that, deep down, outside of our work 
and our achievements, we have little to offer. And so we work 
to try to prove ourselves and our work often becomes 
cancerous, something we can't quit doing because our entire 
sense of self-worth is tied up with it. There are real dangers in 
work. 

 

But there are dangers in everything. Work can be an excuse 
to avoid the deeper things, but it is also the deep, natural form 
of contemplation that God gives to us as humans. 

 

We have to spend most of our waking lives working. That 
should tell us something, namely, that work must be the major 
avenue through which God wants us to journey towards the 
deeper things. Given the way we are built and the way life is 
shaped, God surely does not expect us to consciously think 
about Him most of our waking moments. God is not an 
egotistical tyrant, demanding our conscious attention, even 
while we are have to work long hours amidst all the heartaches, 
headaches, restlessness, anxieties, fears, and preoccupations 
that impale themselves upon us every waking minute. If God 
wants our conscious attention every waking minute, then there 
is some fatal flaw in the way we are built and the way life is set 
up. 

 

But there is no fatal flaw. God is the ground of our being, the 
ground too of our work and our relationships. In God "we live 
and move and have our being." We know God not just in our 
conscious awareness and in prayer, but also in a deep inchoate 
way, by participating with Him in building this world - by 
growing things, building things, carving things, creating things, 
cleaning things, painting things, writing things, raising 
children, nursing bodies, teaching others, consoling others, 
humoring others, struggling with others, and loving others. 
Work, like prayer, is a privileged way to get to know God 
because, when we work, we are toiling in partnership with 
Him. 

 

Jesus knew well both the feel of work and of tiredness. Here's 
a little meditation from Caryll Houselander: 

 

"Christ earned his living, with the joys, exultations, fatigues 
of other men. Had you gone to visit his home in Nazareth you 
would have found him like other men, but giving a significance 

to ordinary things that others often fail to do. Imagine such a 
visit. ... you have come to supper. He is putting away his tools; 
unconsciously he smiles at the burnish on them; you see how he 
loves his tools. On the floor by the bench there are wood 
shavings, how clean and fine they are, curled like yellow petals. 
What a beautiful thing work is, seen from this man's angle! He 
sits down in the doorway, you with him, you notice the signs of 
the day's fatigue, good fatigue that seeps out of one in the 
evening. He wipes his face, his eyes are a little tired, they have 
the intensity of eyes that use the last rays of light. Yes, he works 
hard. He gives good measure." 

Ron Rolheiser 
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priestand member of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, is president of the  Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 

FEAST OF THE  NATIVITY OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
September 8 

 

The liturgy enthusiastically celebrates 
Mary’s Nativity and makes it one of the 
most appealing feasts of Marian 
devotion. Mary’s birth is a prelude to the 
birth of Jesus because it is the initial 
point of the realization of the great 
mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God for the salvation of mankind. How 
could the birthday of the Mother of the 
Redeemer pass unnoticed in the hearts 

of the redeemed? The Mother proclaims the Son, making it 
known that He is about to come, that the divine promises, made 
centuries before are to be fulfilled. The birth of Mary is the 
dawn of our redemption; her appearance projects a new light 
over all the human race; a light of innocence, of purity, of 
grace, a resplendent presage of the great light which will 
inundate the world when Christ, “lux mundi,” the Light of the 
World, appears. Mary, preserved from sin in anticipation of 
Christ’s merits, not only announces that the Redemption is at 
hand, but she bears the first fruits of it within herself; she is the 
first one redeemed by her divine Son. Through her, all-pure and 
full of grace, the Blessed Trinity at last fixes on earth a look of 
complacency, finding in her alone a creature in whom the 
infinite beauty of the Godhead can be reflected. 
The birth of Jesus excepted, no other was so important in 

God’s eyes or so fruitful for the good of humanity, as was the 
birth of Mary. Yet is has remained in complete obscurity. There 
is no mention of it in Sacred Scriptures and when we look for 
the genealogy of Jesus in the Gospel, we find only what refers 
to Joseph; we find nothing explicit about Mary’s ancestry 
except the allusion to her descent from David. Our Lady’s 
origin is wrapped in silence, as was her whole life. Thus, her 
birth speaks to us of humility.  
Let Mary’s humble, hidden life be the model of ours, and if, 

in emulating her, we have to struggle against our ever-recurrent 
tendencies to pride, let us confidently seek her maternal aid, and 
she will help us to triumph over all vainglory. 
 

Father Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D. 


